
VID2.DL INSTRUCTIONS 
 
 

These are the contents of DVD2 from the DVD set.  They are digital files: you get all the films in MP4 format, plus 

notes on the films and maps of each route. 

 
 

An overview: 

Please be aware that these are very large files (about 4 GB), and so inevitably will take quite a time to 

download – with standard broadband it could well require up to an hour or so. 

This download is provided in six separate parts.  You can download some of them, then return at a later time 

to get the rest.  If your connection should drop out at some stage, you just have to go back and make a fresh 

start with that part. 

When you eventually have the six parts, they can be made to re-combine to give you all the files. 

 

 

Step-by-step instructions: 

[These instructions relate to a computer with Windows 10 and Windows Explorer.  Nevertheless it is hoped they 
will prove helpful guidance to anyone using a different operating system.] 

 

1.  First set up a folder somewhere suitable on your hard drive.  Name it ‘GE Films: digital files’, or whatever you 

wish. 

 

2.  Download VID2.DL.  Choose ‘open’ on this occasion, rather than ‘save’. 
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You will then get a link to click on:- 

 

 

 

 

3.  Follow the link to arrive at a screen like this:- 

 

 

These are your six downloads.  They are distinguishable from one another by their endings – z01, z02, z03, 

z04, z05 and zip.  You won’t be able to open them until all six have been downloaded. 
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4.  Click on the z01 icon to start its download.  This will take you to a screen like this:- 

 

 

Don’t be alarmed by the message that .z01 files can’t be previewed.  Just click ‘Download’. 

If you are given a choice at this point, opt for ‘Direct download’. 
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5.  Choose to save the file:  

 

 

Put it into your prepared folder, press ‘Save’ then wait until it is all there: 

 
 

You can track its progress from the above screen by holding ‘CTRL’ and tapping ‘J’:- 

 

An alternative indication is the icon at the bottom of the screen, where a green tint slowly progresses all the 
way across it:- 
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6.  When z01 has been downloaded, do the same for z02.  You can get back to the screen which displays the six 

downloads by clicking on the small back-arrow at the top left:- 

 

 

As each part is downloaded it appears in your destination folder. Don’t worry if the icons are not identical to 

the ones shown here. The first one, listed as a Type ‘z01 file’, may or may not have a coloured icon. The 

others are likely to be blank white.  

 

Just leave them there.  Don’t expect to be able to open them. 
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7.  Download all six parts.  When you come to the last part, ‘zip’, you may get a very disconcerting message by 

the download button such as ‘.zip files are supported but something went wrong’: just ignore it!   

Your destination folder should finally look something like this:- 

 

 

 

8.  You do not need to touch the first five parts.  To get your files, all you have to do is to unzip the yellow 

zipped folder, using whatever software you have for that purpose.   

 N.B. it is very likely that your built-in unzip programme will not be able to cope with the huge task which is 

being asked of it, and instead comes up with an error message.  If so, do not be alarmed: simply consult 

‘Trouble shooting’ in the box below. 

 

 
Trouble shooting: 

If you are using Windows Explorer, your method of unzipping a compressed folder may be to 
right-click on it to get a menu, then choose ‘Extract All...’.  If it works, that’s fine.   

Much more likely, however, it will come up with a nonsense error message (‘The same volume 
cannot be used as both the source and the destination’ is one example). 

The problem doesn’t lie with your downloads.  The unzipping required to extract them is large 

and complex, and what your built-in unzipping system is really saying is that it can’t cope with the 
task. 

The solution is to install a piece of software which is dedicated solely to the work of unzipping. 
For Windows we recommend something called 7-zip.  You get it from https://www.7-zip.org/.  It 

is absolutely free, with no strings attached.  (You will need to know whether you want the 32-bit or 
64-bit version.  To find out, open your Windows screen (the one you go to when you want to turn 

the computer off).  Don’t bother to put your cursor anywhere.  Just type ‘64’ and up will come a 

suggestion “See if you have a 32-bit or 64-bit version of Windows”: that will take you to the answer.) 

7-zip downloads and installs quite quickly.  Once it is there, the menu you get when you right-

click on a zipped folder now includes an additional entry which reads ‘7-zip >’.  This leads to a series 
of choices, and if you now click on ‘Extract files...’ the job will be done.  You can trace its progress 

via the 7-zip symbol at the bottom of your screen: the whole job will take a minute or so. 

For Mac users we understand that The Unarchiver does the job for free: go to 
https://theunarchiver.com/ . 

 

 
  

https://www.7-zip.org/
https://theunarchiver.com/
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9.  Your unzipped ready-to-go folder of digital files will have these contents:- 

 
 
 
 
 
How to view the films as MP4 files:- 
 
1.  You might already have on your PC/Mac some software suitable for playing the films.  If you don’t or would 
like an improvement, however, we would recommend a free open-source programme called VLC Media Player.  

We have always found it to be reliable and, as a bonus, you can vary the speed of play-back – ideal if you are 
not happy with the one we have chosen for Bernard Walsh’s ‘high speed’ films! 

You can download it from https://www.videolan.org/vlc/.    

 
2.  TIP:  If your TV set has a USB socket, instead try putting the MP4 files of each of the films from VID2 on a 

memory stick.  They may well play on the TV, and if so could give better pictures than video files displayed via a 
DVD player. 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

https://www.videolan.org/vlc/

