WHICH JOURNAL SHOULD YOU PICK?

The quick answer is that if your priority is a historically authentic Journal, you should choose the original
version. If you are merely after a reading copy, the one re-set in more modern font is probably the better
one for you to choose.

EXPLANATION

The text of the first 26 Journals was typed then duplicated. A few printed sheets, mostly of photographs,
were interspersed.

If you opt for an original of those Journals, you will receive scans of this original production. A sample
page appears lower down.

Much more recently, their entire text was re-typed (or in some cases optical character recognition was
used) to make it all available in digital format. This was done initially in order to be able to compile a single
file containing the text of all the Journals, so they could be word-searched.

The opportunity was taken to set out Journals 1 to 26 afresh. The photographs and drawings were all

scanned and added to this digital text in a completely new layout. Everything is still there, but the new page
numbers may not correspond exactly to those in the Contents List or the Journals Index.

If you choose a Journal re-set in more modern font, you will get one of these. They look like this,
where the drawings were now set into their related article:-

ORIGINAL MORE MODERN FONT AND LAYOUT

STILL WITH US, Part 5: BRAKE THIRD No. 295

John Watling (016)

November 1975
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Diagram No.14600-5278 50'0 !
b ;fa'i“;‘ ’f;é;d Diagram No. 14600-527E. Number built 6. Total weight empty 25 ton 16 cwt
1 Brake Third, built 1907 Electric lighting. Westinghouse or Vacuum brake.

Humber built 6

Total weight empty 25ton léewt

Of the coaches dealt with so far in this series No. 295 renumbered the series of brake thirds 62375/77-81,

Westinghouse or Vacuum Brake
Electric Lighting

GER 10ton Permanent Way Braxe

The brake van illustrated was built in
1892 to a design that originated in the

. latter 1870's. It was easily distinguished

- from the contemporary goods brake in having
deep outside framing and a single veranda.

The left hand eisvation shows the veranda
end. The tongued and grooved bearding
used throuchout the body is #in thick,
recessed 24in at the versnda and either
side of the door. The windows in this end
are of the conventicnal fixed type with
wooden beading to retain the glass. The
door has thin beading cver the joints and
swings inwards with the hinges on the
right hand side.

At each corner of thne bady tr
yond tre he:
S ths side elevation
projection is 3#in. The window
and the end were arranged te slide
norizentally in & frame inside the van. the
end stanchions either sice of the drawhook,
shown cn the right hand elevation, tapered
om 4in at the top, where

sin,

the side

This seemed to be appreciated, so the same was then done for more of the early Journals, from No. 27
to No.58, but only for the out-of-print ones. Where these new editions are available, again you will be

they were flush with the horizontal merber,
to 5in at headstock level.

Inside, flat topped lcckers ran down
eitner sice and across the end, the latter
being allocatad for - The store was
the centre piece, althougn this may not
have been original equipment, or the
provinert Layccck's Patent Torpedo Ventse

The underframe, liks
was ‘of wood,
or flitched

temporary coaching
n the sclevars
#+in olate.

The GER painted ermanent way brakes

a deep shace

a1l SER ard
n apreared one

probably has the most tangible associations to the
ordinary fare paying passenger as it was from the
renowned Norfolk Coast Express set built in 1907.

The early 1900’s saw a number of body lengths and
styles for both set trains and ordinary main line stock
and in 1907 the GER finally settled on a length of S0ft,
doors flush with body sides and elliptical roof as a
standard for future main line stock.

The Norfolk Coast Express was the first complete set
built to this design and comprised, from locomotive or
Country End at Liverpool Street - brake third / third /
third / open third / Kitchen car / open first / first / brake /
composite / brake third / composite / brake third. The
last four vehicles were detached at North Walsham, a
pair for Mundesley and a pair for Sheringham. Two
complete sets were built and hence six brake thirds to
diagram 527 were constructed; Nos.274 and 295 to 300,
all in June 1907 to order G62.

Internally a through corridor gave access to a toilet,
three each seating 8 passengers, and a
large luggage and guards compartment occupying over
half the length of the carriage. At the far end the guard
had a seat in the ducket, or lookout, with a hand brake
column close by. Corridor connections were provided
ateach end.

In common with all GER coaching stock,
Westinghouse brakes were fitted and also electric light,
as gas lighting was usually provided for brake vehicles.
In addition the tail lamps were electric, but sadly these
were blanked off by the LNER in preference for the
conventional oil lamp. Steam heating came a few years
later.

The Norfolk Coast Express set probably remained
intact until the 1920°s for the Cromer set. The LNER

No.295 becoming 62377. In line with the adoption by
the LNER of the vacuum brake for main line stock
62377 was fitted in the early 1930's.

During the 1940’s all but one of the class, 62375,
were converted for conductor guard trains. The lavatory
was stripped and sealed off and steps provided on the
left hand side. In this form they were used on such
services as the Bury St. Edmunds - Thetford line.

At the ripe old age of 48, No. 295 was withdrawn in
January 1955, displaced, not before its time, by the
increasing pace of modernisation and, more specifically,
by the introduction of lightweight diesel railcars in East
Anglia. Instead of being broken up it was sent to
Siratford for adaptation for the Civil Engineer’
Department, Norwich, being renumbered DE 320325 in
April 1955. The coach, in company with a 4-wheel van,
toured the Norwich district as a base for a gang of
painters.

By 1966 the coach was out of action and Dereham,
due mainly to weak suspension springs in the bogies.
Negotiations were commenced for its purchase for
preservation. This was effected in 1966, being a joint
acquisition by the Railway Preservation Society,
M&GN Preservation Society and the Great Eastern
Railway Group. It was transferred to Wymondham from
whence, in company with the M&GN Society's quad-art
set, LNWR Directors Saloon and L&YR Directors
Saloon, its last journey to Sheringham was made.

Since then No.295 has been used for storage and
works purposes and latterly its appearance has been
improved by the application of teak paint. Previously it
had been in a light grey livery, an example of a non-
standard departmental colour, presumably applied by
the Civil Engineers’ painters on a slack day!
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offered a choice. The original will now be in early printer’s font rather than typescript, as shown below, but
you can still opt for the one re-set in more modern font instead:-

ORIGINAL

scale of the drawing and its size. On the left
nand side are details of the contant of the
drawing, plus any notes that vill aid the
researcher.

The procedure adopted is for esch member of the
team to withdraw a Toll for indeXing and to fill
in & card for each drawing as far as his
knowledge will allow. The roll and cards are
then circulated arcund the other tuo Bembers to
'Fi11 i the blanks'. In addition, separats
subject Indexes are being compiled, on paper at
present. For cxample, a5 far an leeomotives are
concerned 1 an compiling indexes under compensnt
beadings such as “Boiler Mountings", "axles” and
50 on, as well a8 headings for each loconotive
or tender type. This work is now baing dome on
4 word-processor in order to keep tha drawings
Listed in mumerical order under each heading.

We do not know previsely how the dravings will
eventually be filed, but we envisage that anyone
wishing to look up drawings on & specific
subject will first refer to the subject index.
Thie will refer him to the numbers of the
drawings avallable and, upon examining the
drawing index cards he will be able te tell if
the drawings have the information required
without having to inspect each and  evary
drawing. This will not only save time, but will
alte reduce damage to the drawings thenselves
duo to over-handling.

The assistance of John Watling in this project
has been indispensible. Hiz knowlesge of rolling
stock ie encyclopaedic, wnilst his output of
catalogued drawings far excesds anyone else's.

In additicn, John cacried out s good deal of
rusearch at the Stratford Drawing Office in the
final months of the Works' existance, and his
Knowledge of its operation end systems has been
of great valuve. Jokn is alse compillng a master
nuRerical list of all drawings which will be of
uB& in & number of ways. Whem the indexing is
complete it will enable us to gauge how the
wventual f£iling system will be arranged, and its
physical sige. 1¢ will alss ensble us to
idontify the mizsing dravings, or at least their
Tumbers.  Many of  the  drawings  carey
erosa-veferences to other érawings such as "For
detalls of brake arrangement see drawing X", or
perhaps  "Cancelled, Gee Arawing Y", These
cross-references are all noted on the index
cards, snd they are also entersd in percil on
the master numerical Ligt, Lf &t has not already
come to light. If  the drawing turna up
subsequently full details can be inked in. =y
thic meana, At the Gnd of The indexing we will
have a good idea of the coatents of many of the
miszing drawings.

Draving office practice
The procedure of producing A drawing  at
Stratford was eimilar to that in any drawing
office. The drawing would first be prepared in
pancil on paper and was then traced ia india ink
onte tracing linen. This ia a translucent waxy
aubatance on & linea backing, and was used for
soveral reasens. Fivstly, it was resistant to
changes in temperature and hunidity and did not
appreciably stretch or shelnk, and the drawing
Theretora romained accurate. Secondly, the linen
made the drawing resistant to tearing, giving it

& long life. Tndeed, some of tha less wel
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STRATFORD DRAWINGS

Lyn D. Broaks (018)

Mmlblrs will be aware ||m a h'uw years ago the Society

given several thous: mal tracings from the
Statiod Wors Druwing Difice, 1 was ot possible st that
time 1o do any mare than 1o place them in the care of the
Passmare Edwards Museum, as we were then heavily involvesd
in setting up the North Woolwich Seation Museum. However,
two years ago we were sble to make o starl on calaleguing and
indlexing them and, a5 we are now approximalely one third of
the way through this task, we feel that members may be
interested 1o read a progress report

The Stratford Drawing Office was chiefly concemed with
producing drawings for locomotive, camiage and wagen
construction and maintensnce, and mast have been established
by the Esstem Counties Railway a1 sbout the same time a3
they ok aver the ol Northern & Eastern Railway workshops
at Stratford, in 1847, When the Warks were clased ut the end
of 1963 the drawings were initially moved to Doncaster,
where the more impartant cnes were extracted and swved for
the National Collectivn. These then wenl o Diarlington Nosth
Raud Works and, upsa closure of those works in 1966, they
were transfired to the BTC Museum al Clapham in London,
AMr pun Dupen was visiting Doncaster Works around this
ime: w the residuc of the drawings lying there. Upon
making enquiries he was told thar they were awaiting
incineration as they were oo longer required. Peter i on
accomplished model engineer, and was then working on 3
live-stenm GER Y4 class 0-6-0 which he hus recently finished,
taking a Gold Medal and two cups at the 1958 Model
drawings would
come in wsefil, and with the invaluable assistance of the late
George Daw, he amanged to purchuse them Srom British
RS was farmed, Peter
. nerously darssted the
dramings to the Saciety's Collection. Peter has been through
all of the drawings but there are no “General Amingements”
fior complete locamotives or items of rolling stack, 25 these
were all extracted for the National Collection.

During the time that the selected drawings were at
Clapham they were never catalogoed, nor have they been
since their last removal 1o the Natinal Railway Museum at
York, and shey are therefiore still inaccessible 1o the general
public. However, during the move to the NIRM the opportunity
was taken to microfilm some of them, and copies are available

rint at Euston House. Inspection of the
,...m.,m it ielicas tha cnly part of the drwings retained
fior the Mational Collection were microfilmed, as a large
number of general amngements of rolling stock, and G.A s
and “Rod and Pipe” drawings of locomotives di not appear,
although they are known o have existed when a1 Darlington,
It remains to be seen whether all of the drawings selected for
the National Collection have successfully survived being
moved 1 three different locations.

The NEM is known to have at least part of the once
i but

this i5 of litthe use i identifying the drawings that the Society
o has. We have therefore embarked upan compiling our
index. The drawings were acquired in solls of anything

ﬂv and two hundred drawings, and these mlls boee
o the drnwing numbers, dates, clss types or the
“mllqrd el Numer - the et of filing wsed in the

February 1988

drwing office. However, during the time that they have been
stared at North Woolwich most were armnged in rolls of one
Bundred drawings each by the Museum Staff. This exercise st
least enabled us w establish that there were in the region of
eight thousancl drawings, ahbough this is now begmning o
ook like an under-estimate. We st ourselves o target of
cutaloguing 2000 drawings a year, starting at the beginning of
1986 and now, two years later, we have peocessed over 3000
and are therefore almast an target as mn cur initial estimate
i concemed, with completion env  the beginning of
1991

Organisation of the project:

Indexing the drawings calls for deiled knowledge of GER
locomotives and rolling stock in arder to be able o compile
the recond cands in such a way thal they will be of we to
mesearchers of she Future, Far this reason the team consists of
three members, John Watling and Brian McCarthy dealing
with camiages and wagoms, and myself covering the
locomotives. Each drwing is catabogued on an index ml
which is colaured acconding to sibject: pink for locomo
green. for carriage stock, and blue for wagons, whilst e
cands ane used for miscellanecus subjects. A sample cand s
illustruted), and it can be seen that the drawing’s title is entered
at the top. In a colume an the right are entered the date of the
druwing, the classes of locomotive to which it refers, the scal
af the drawing and its scoe. On the lefl hand side are details of
the content of the drawing, plus any notes that will aid the
mesearcher.
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The procedure adopted is for each member of the team to
hdraw 3 roll far indexing and to fill in u card for esch
druwing as far as his knowledge will allow, The roll and cords
are then circulated around the cther twe members 1o “§ill in the
Blanks”. In addition. sepurate subject indexes are being
compiled, @0 paper af present For example, = fr s
locomotives are comcerned | am compiling indeses under
companent headings such ax “Builer Mountings”, “Axles™ and
s am, as well 35 headings for esch locomative or tender type.
This work is now being done o a word-proces: ocder in
m,. the drawings Vit in cacmwoal. b e emch
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